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UFO group checks sightings

Residents turn to MUFON
in effort to explain incidents

By Kathy Kemp
Fowt Rarsid Ramorier

Whom do you call Lo report & UFO?

The police, maybe?

That's good. But then whom do the police
call?

U, the FRI?

The Alr Force?

NASA?Y

Their favorite newspaper reporter?

The fact is, you can call all of the above, but
ihe only organization (besides the news media)
that's likely to show much Inlerest Is a
non-profit, moslly volunleer civillan agescy
based in uin, Texas, called MUFON, shbort
for Muteal UFO Network

“They're a lleaaver.” says US Army Maj
Alex Mondragon, a exman for the North

: ense Command in Coi-
orado Springs, Colo.

A lot of ibe stufl people think is a UFO s
actually returning space junk Sometimes I
meteor activity Aod there are lhings we can’t
explain. But as Jong as they pose no Lhreal to
national security, the government’s pot going to
get involved ©

But MUFON alwayy doms

Just days after residenis is Fyife first
reporied seeing peculiar-shaped objects hover-
ing soundlesaly in the sky, an Alabama-based
MUFON volunteer traveled to the Sand Moun-
tain community to interview the wilnesses.

“People have these experiences, and a lot of
them say, ‘My gosh, when i fﬁl_ you doat
know who fo call’™ says MU spokeamnan
Duncas Crow, a lawyer a Montgomery

“You can't call the police, because Lthere's nol
really anything they can do sbout It can
come out there and make you feel saler,
pose, and Lbey can write a little report
lle, but beyond that, there's nol anything any-
body can do.”

MUFON, like a similar organization called
the Center for UFO Studies, is made up of peo-
ple from all walks of life who are |aterested in
the UFO phesomencs and willing to help gather
data on UFO incidents thal happen near their
communities

In the case of the Fylfe sightings, which
began Feb. 10 and still are being reported, call-
ing the police wasa'l necessary. The witnesses
were Lve police

Fytie Police Chie! Jonlor Carmany and Assls-
tant Chief Fred Works told a MU investiga-
tor the same lhing they told reporters: that
about 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 10, while respond-
ing to a call from a Sand Moustain bomemaker
who reported seeing a peculiar flying object,
they spotted a brightly Ut craft hovering above
a dark country road

A UFO hovers above tree line in the lower
right of this photograph foken by Teri
Boker, co-owner of the Waeekly Post, o

The police, along with the Dekald County
sheriff's office, tried to find a logical answer (o
Lhe mystery

But the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s Marshall Space Flight Center
in Huntsville, about 40 miles to the northwest,
offered no explanation Neither did officials st
area sirports. And no one from Lhe military has
come forward (o explain It either.

In the four weeks since the first sightings,
the folks in Fyffe — and curious tourists who've
journeyed there — have beez seeing all kinds
of weird things in the sky.

Teri Baker, a co-owner of Rainsville's Weekly
Post newspaper, snapped a photograph Thurs-
day night that shows a bright cylindrical object
Just above Lhe Lree line

The photograph. like most of the sightings,
falls ioto the category of what MUFON calls »
distant night sighting or a "noclurnal light."

Neocturnal lights, MUFON Investigators
acknowledge. p tura oul to be airliners, or
stan, or — cases — manilestations of

AP

newspoper in Rainsville. The moon is in
the upper left. The picture was taken
Thursday night near Fytfe.

Lbe wilnesses’ Imaginations

“A UFO, most people equate that with fying
mucenn.” Crow an

“We're talking about unidentified fying
o”ﬂn__.. Most, about #0 percent, are explain-
able.”

But some of the sightings in Fyife including
(bose of the police officers and the Sand Moun-
tain hornemaker who alerted them, can proba-
bly be classified as the more mysterions “close
encounters,” says Jell-Ballard, the MUFON
investigator who did the Fyfle interviews.

The homemaker, Donna Saylor, reported see-
ing a large and extremely bright object hover-
ing above a nelghbor’s yard the night of Feb. 10

ben Garmany and Works wenl Lo invests
gale, they spotied a silent, brightly lit object
that said was s large as & jetliner. As Lhe
object over them, Lhe officers sald, they
saw that it was triangularshaped, with a white

:-u,o:__vnve_..naz.-_vo_n:n___v -_n
the crafl .

Speculation amosg Frile n
denis bas run the gamwi Mn
Saylor's thoughts seem to sum
thiogs wp for Lbe whole Lown

“l bave two conclusions”™ she
siys. “First, it's a UFO from
ouler space. The other s, It
something Lhe s temt-
ing and they do It In these Nttle
nl.c-.nw..l-rv_ll where lhey
think nobody bot hicks lve ™

Could the Fyfle Incident bave
been a government test®

*] don't know U we would be
told that even M It were tree.”
says Ballard, a Huntaville engl-
pneer who has worked with
MUFON for more than & year

*1 don"t want to engage in talks
of cover-up or anything, because |
really don't think that's golag oa

“As far ms it being extraterTes
frial, | Bave b0 Mea. So far, In
talking #ith the people, Lhey
didn't see any aliens or anything
like that It was just something in
the sky j couldn’t explain ©

MUFON as an organization
believes in the concepl of aliers
fromm another planet, though not
all MUFON volunteers subscribe
o that theory

Both Ballard and Crow say the
stereotypical view that someone
who sees a UFO is backward or
{literate is not accurate.

“When I first read these stories
(about the Fyffe sightings), [ had
the initial perception that Donna
(Mrs. Saylor) was some kind of
backwoods person,” Ballard says

“Sbe's actually s very literate
person with a high school educa-
tiea The people we talk to
have been quite sincere. They're
literate people who've seen some-
thing very sousual.”

By and large, people who expe
rience close encounters from
those who report close observa
tion of peculiar flying objects to
those who claim they were
abducted by ertraterrestrials -
cross all cultural, social and
racial boundaries, Crow says

People have Lhese exper|
eaces, whalever their nalure
daily,” be sayn

“For every report, (here are
probably nine or 10 other inci
dents like that in a given area that
never come (o the surface any-
where because people are afraid
to talk about It.”



